[A case of large-cell lung cancer responding remarkably to combination chemotherapy with vinorelbine, mitomycin C and carboplatin].
The patient was a male who started to show symptoms at age 59. He was a smoker until age 40. In October 1998 he came to the hospital complaining of hemosputum and hoarseness. There was already swelling of the supraclavicular lymph nodes. Through lymph node aspiration cytology and bronchofiberscopy, large-cell carcinoma (T2N3M0, stage IIIB) was diagnosed. Chemotherapy with vindesine (VDS, 3 mg/m2), mitomycin C (MMC, 8 mg/m2) and carboplatin (CBDCA, 300 mg/m2) was conducted in three stages. Thanks to a partial response (PR) the patient was released in January 1999. However, in September 1999 he was readmitted when dysphagia, loss of body weight and dyspnea appeared. After bronchoscopy, chemotherapy combining vinorelbine (VNB, 25 mg/m2), (MMC, 8 mg/m2), CBDCA and the Calbert method calculated at AUC = 4.5 (AUC = area under the concentration-time curve) was completed in 4 stages. Upon PR and an abatement of symptoms he was released from the hospital. It is thought that treatment combining VNB is effective.